












































































Cape Elizabeth Schools  
K-12 Curriculum Template 

 
Grade Level / Course:  9-12/ Drawing & Painting 
 
Content Area:  Visual Arts 
 
Brief Course Description: 
  Painting and Drawing is a course designed for students who want to develop their skill and 
personal style using 2-D media. Drawing work in the class will strengthen understanding of composition, 
value, perspective, gesture and texture. Painting projects will deepen student's understanding of color theory 
and paint handling, using water-soluble paint. The class will explore both traditional subjects, such as 
observational work from the still life, landscape and figure, and more contemporary painting ideas. With 
each project the class will study relevant work by historical and contemporary artists. Active participation in 
class critiques, studio work and project related homework will be expected. 
 
Link to District & School Expectations: 
 Reading: 

     

 
     
 Writing: X 
 
 Research: 

     

 
 
 Presentation: X 
 
 Organization/Study Skills: 

     

 
 
Priority / Mastery Knowledge & Skills Assessment MLR 
Intermediate level drawing skills Studio projects, oral and 

written critiques 
A2,B1 

Color theory and application Studio projects, oral and 
written critiques 

A2,B2 

Intermediate level painting skills Studio projects, oral and 
written critiques 

A2,B1,B2 

Written and oral reflection and critique inform new work Written self-critique, oral 
group critique 

D1,C1 

Application of abstract visual concepts Studio projects, oral and 
written critiques 

B1,B2,B3,C1 

Development of observational skills Studio projects, oral and 
written critiques 

A2,,B1 

 
Second Tier Priority / Exposure Knowledge & Skills Assessment MLR 
Effective tool and medium manipulation Craftsmanship B1 
Use of discipline-specific vocabulary Written self-assessment, 

critique participation 
A2,D1a 

Successful articulation of critical thinking Group oral critiques D1a,D1c 
Acknowledgement of historical context Written self-assessment, oral 

critiques 
E1 

Presentation of finished artwork via portfolio and display Portfolio work, organized 
displays and group shows 

B4 



 
Instructional Strategies: 
Demonstration, lecture, visual examples, hands-on student practice, group critique and inquiry-based 
learning, regular homework assignments to be completed in sketchbooks. 
 
Resources: 
Visual art reference books, subject-specific video and slides, student work, contemporary masters work, 
historically significant reproductions. 
 
Topics or Unit Descriptions and Timeframes: 

1. Self-portraiture (contour, gesture, value, composition, etc.) 
2. Observational drawing (still-life, human skeleton, etc.)/ painting (still-life, landscape, interior space) 
3. The implication of color and color relationships (e.g. collage, printmaking, painting) 
4. Informed invention (e.g. metamorphosis, realism into abstraction, visual deconstruction) 

 
 



Cape Elizabeth Schools  
K-12 Curriculum Template 

 
Grade Level / Course:  9-12/ Art Fundamentals   
 
Content Area:  Visual Arts 
 
Brief Course Description: 
 
  Art Fundamentals is an introductory course to the visual arts, as well as a prerequisite to 
several of our studio electives. This course offers students hands-on experience with making art, familiarity 
with art vocabulary and concepts, and a fuller understanding of the visual arts' role in contemporary society. 
Studio projects will explore two and three-dimensional design, color theory, painting, and observational 
drawing using a variety of media. Historically significant techniques and influences will be presented and 
discussed with each project. Class expectations include project-related homework assignments and 
participation in group critiques of student work. 
 
Link to District & School Expectations: 
 
 Reading: 

     

 
     
 Writing: X 
 
 Research: 

     

 
 
 Presentation: X 
 
 Organization/Study Skills: 

     

 
 
Priority / Mastery Knowledge & Skills Assessment MLR 
Elements of art and design (informed use of ) 2-D design portfolio A2a 

Principles of art and design (informed apllication of) 2-D design portfolio A2b 

Color theory and application (understanding of) Color exercies, 
Completed 
observational painting 

A3 

3-D design (manifestation of 2-D design in 3 dimensions) 3-D construction B1,B2,C1 

Observational and interpretative drawing (successful participation 
with) 

Drawing Portfolio A3,B2,C1 

 
Second Tier Priority / Exposure Knowledge & Skills Assessment MLR 
Use of discipline-specific vocabulary Craftsmanship A2a,A2b 
Successful articulation of critical thinking Group oral critiques D1a,D1b,D1c 
Acknowledgement of historical context Written self-

assessment, oral 
critiques 

A1,E1 

Conceptual problem solving 2-D design 
application, 3-D 
design manifestation 

B3,C1 



 
Instructional Strategies: 
Demonstration, lecture, visual examples, hands-on student practice.     
 
Resources: 
Visual art reference books, subject-specific video, student work, contemporary masters work, historically 
significant reproductions. 
 
Topics or Unit Descriptions and Timeframes: 
 

1. Two-dimensional design (4 weeks) 
2. Basic color theory and application/painting (6 weeks) 
3. Observational drawing (3 weeks) 
4. Three-dimensional design/sculpture (4 weeks) 



Cape Elizabeth Schools  
K-12 Curriculum Template 

 
Grade Level / Course:  Photo 1 – 10-12 
 
Content Area:  Visual Arts

     

 
 
Brief Course Description: 
  Photo 1 serves as an introduction to the practice and appreciation of photography as an artist’s 
tool in communicating ideas and exploring personal visions. It is a hands-on, lab oriented course which will 
introduce students to the dual discipline of camera use, and black and white darkroom procedure. Mastering 
basic technique through concept-based shooting assignments will be our primary focus, with an increasing 
emphasis on individual direction as the semester proceeds. 
 
 
Link to District & School Expectations: 
 Reading: 

     

 
     
 Writing: X 
 
 Research: 

     

 
 
 Presentation: X 
 
 Organization/Study Skills: 

     

 
 
Priority / Mastery Knowledge & Skills Assessment MLR 
Camera operation Quiz, negatives. B1 
Principles of  art & design (informed us of) Printed material, 

critique. 
A2b 

Darkroom proficiency  Printed material, 
critique, teacher 
observation, quiz. 

B3a 

Composition (exploration of) Printed material, 
critique. 

B2 

Content ( pursuit of personal voice) Printed material, 
critique. 

B3c 

 
Second Tier Priority / Exposure Knowledge & Skills Assessment MLR 
Use of discipline-specific vocabulary Written self-

assessment, 
critique 
participation. 

D1a 

Successful articulation of critical thinking 
 
 
 
 

Group oral 
critiques. 

D1a,b,c 

 
 

 
 

 
 



Acknowledgement of historical context. Written self- 
assessment, oral 
presentation, 
critical analysis 
from museum 
visitation. 

E1 

Conceptual problem solving Point of View 
portfolio. 

B3b,c 

 
Instructional Strategies: 
Demonstration, lecture, visual examples, hands-on student practice. 
 
Resources: 
Photography texts, student work, contemporary masters work, historically significant masters work. 
 
Topics or Unit Descriptions and Timeframes: (Approx.) 

1. Camera operation – 1 week 
2. Introductory shoot – 1 week 
3. Darkroom practice – 1 week 
4. Point of View portfolio – 4 weeks 
5. Motion portfolio – 4 weeks 
6. Lighting portfolio – 4 weeks 
7. Independent portfolio work – 5 weeks 



Cape Elizabeth Schools  
K-12 Curriculum Template 

 
Grade Level / Course:  9-12/Ceramics 
 
Content Area:  Visual Arts 
 
Brief Course Description: 
 
This is an introductory course in the methods and processes of forming clay. Students will learn to use hand-
building techniques such as pinch, coil and slab construction and will also develop basic throwing skills on 
the potter's wheel. Varied methods of surface decoration and glazing will be studied. Students will explore 
both functional and sculptural approaches to clay. Field trips to observe potters' studios and participate in 
raku firings may be part of the class. 
 
Link to District & School Expectations: 
 Reading: 

     

 
     
 Writing: X 
 
 Research: 

     

 
 
 Presentation: X 
 
 Organization/Study Skills: 

     

 
 
Priority / Mastery Knowledge & Skills Assessment MLR 
3-D form as a visual mode of expression Completed ceramic forms B2,B3 

Elements of art and design (informed use of) Completed ceramic forms A2a 

Principles of art and design (informed application of) Completed ceramic forms A2b 

Effective tool and medium manipulation Craftsmanship A3 
Long-term, goal-based project resolution Visual planning, teacher 

observation, completed 
ceramic forms 

E3 

Reflective process informs new work Written and oral self-critiques B5 (Guiding 
Principles) 

 
Second Tier Priority / Exposure Knowledge & Skills Assessment MLR 
Successful articulation of critical thinking Group oral critiques D1a,D1b,D1c 

Acknowledgement of historical context Written self-assessment, oral 
critiques 

A1,E1 

Conceptual problem solving 3-D design manifestation B3,C1 



Use of discipline-specific vocabulary Written self-assessment, oral 
critiques, written evaluations 

A2a,A2b 

Responsibility for time management and studio 
maintenance 

Documentation of time-
frame/project completion, 
teacher observation  

D1,D6 (Guiding 

Principles), E5c 

 
Instructional Strategies: 
Demonstration, lecture, visual examples, hands-on student practice. 
 
Resources: 
Visual art reference books, subject-specific video and slides, student work, contemporary masters work, 
historically significant reproductions, local potters, community organizations and businesses. 
 
Topics or Unit Descriptions and Timeframes: 

1. Pinch pot (2 weeks) 
2. Combined pinch pot (2 weeks) 
3. Coil pot (4 weeks) 
4. Slab vessel (4 weeks) 
5. Wheel thrown cylinders (2 weeks) 
6. Wheel thrown bowls (2 weeks) 
7. Thematic, combined-processes project (4 weeks) 
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Grade Level / Course:  Advanced Art Studio – 11-12 
 
Content Area:  Visual Arts FORMTEXT       
 
Brief Course Description: 
  This is the most advanced art class offered for those who have 
shown serious interest in art and may be considering a career in 
an art-related field. During this full-year course, students will work 
primarily with drawing and painting media. Topics will vary but may 
include figure study, the self-portrait,  abstract expressionism, and three-dimensional 
design. Students will be challenged to become more sophisticated in their thinking,  
to develop mature studio skills and refine personal expression.   
Each student will keep a sketchbook outside of class. Portfolio 
development is an integrated part of this class. 
 
Link to District & School Expectations: 
 Reading:  FORMTEXT       
     
 Writing: X 
 
 Research:  FORMTEXT       
 
 Presentation: X 
 
 Organization/Study Skills:  FORMTEXT       
 
Priority / Mastery 
Knowledge & Skills 

Assessment MLR 

Elements of art and design. 
(informed use of) 

Portfolio A2a 

Principles of  art & design 
(informed application of)  

Portfolio A2b 

Development of personal 
vision/voice  

Portfolio B3c 

Presentation Portfolio, displays, art show.  B4 
Successful articulation of 
critical thinking.  

Group oral critiques, written 
critical evaluations. 

D1 a,b,c 

Use of discipline-specific 
vocabulary. 

Group oral critiques, written 
critical evaluations. 

A2a, A2b FORMTEXT       

 
Second Tier Priority / 
Exposure Knowledge & 
Skills 

Assessment MLR 

Conceptual problem solving. Portfolio/project C1 



Non-objective 
interpretation.   

Portfolio/project B3c 

Acknowledgement of 
historical context.                                         

 E1, E2 

   
 
Instructional Strategies: 
Demonstration, lecture, visual examples, hands-on student practice,  
museum visitation. 
 
Resources: 
Art history texts, master works, student work, community art museum and galleries. 
 
Topics or Unit Descriptions and Timeframes: (Approx.) 
The figure ( drawn and painted) 
Non-objective mark making 
Observational drawing 
Perspective 
The portrait 
Conceptual 3-D design 



Cape Elizabeth Schools 
K-12 Curriculum Template

Grade Level / Course:  Advanced Photo – 11-12

Content Area:  Visual Arts     

Brief Course Description:
  Advanced Photography is designed for students who have
demonstrated proficiency in the use of the 35mm camera and the
traditional darkroom. A grade average of 92 or better in Photo 1 is
the established benchmark for admission to this class. The focus
of this class is to develop personal "voice" and content in one's
work, often working with more conceptually based subject matter.
Students will begin the semester by developing a personal portfolio
of work shot from the previous summer, then proceed to investigate
several theme-based assignments. Students with 35mm digital
cameras may choose to work primarily in color, and all students
will be expected to include some digitally produced work in their
final portfolio. As with Photo 1, shooting will take place outside of
scheduled class time. The course will incorporate critical analysis
of photographic imagery, historical influences on contemporary
work, and will culminate with the presentation of individual final
portfolios.

Link to District & School Expectations:
Reading:      

Writing: X

Research:      

Presentation: X

Organization/Study Skills:      

Priority / Mastery Knowledge & Skills Assessment MLR
Camera operation Quiz, negatives. B1
Principles of  art & design (informed use of) Printed material, 

critique.
A2b

Darkroom proficiency Printed material, 
critique, teacher 
observation, quiz.

B1

Composition (mastery of) Printed material, 
critique.

A2

Content ( evidence of personal voice) Printed material, 
critique.

B3c

Use of discipline-specific vocabulary Written critical 
reflection, written 
critical analysis of 
visual art, critique.

D1a



Second Tier Priority / Exposure Knowledge & Skills Assessment MLR

Successful articulation of critical thinking. Group oral 
critiques.

D1 a,b,c

Acknowledgement of historical context. Written self-
assessment, oral 
presentation, 
critical analysis 
from museum 
visitation.

E1

Conceptual problem solving Assigned portfolio 
work.     

B3b,c

Digital imaging – production and manipulation.      Final portfolio. B3a
                 
                 
                 
                 

Instructional Strategies:
Demonstration, lecture, visual examples, hands-on student practice.

Resources:
Photography texts, student work, contemporary masters work, historically significant masters work,
Museum visitation.

Topics or Unit Descriptions and Timeframes: (Approx.)
1. Summer work- 4 weeks
2. Portland shoot – 4 weeks
3. Self portrait – 4 weeks
4. Narrative imagery – 4 weeks
5. Thematic portfolio – 4 weeks



Cape Elizabeth Schools  
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Grade Level / Course:  9-12/ Advanced Ceramics 
 
Content Area:  Visual Arts 
 
Brief Course Description: 
  This course is designed for students who have completed Ceramics 8002 (or its equivalent) 
and wish to continue their study of clay. Projects will be shaped around the particular skills and interests 
of the students. Students are expected to be self-disciplined and highly motivated. They will be required to 
put in extensive studio time outside of class. Use of the library collection, visiting artists, and studio visits 
will help to enrich students' knowledge of ceramics. 
 
Link to District & School Expectations: 
 Reading: 

     

 
     
 Writing: X 
 
 Research: 

     

 
 
 Presentation: X 
 
 Organization/Study Skills: 

     

 
 
Priority / Mastery Knowledge & Skills Assessment MLR 

     

 

     

 

     

 

     

 

     

 

     

 

     

 

     

 

     

 

     

 

     

 

     

 

     

 

     

 

     

 

     

 

     

 

     

 
 
Second Tier Priority / Exposure Knowledge & Skills Assessment MLR 

     

 

     

 

     

 

     

 

     

 

     

 

     

 

     

 

     

 

     

 

     

 

     

 

     

 

     

 

     

 

     

 

     

 

     

 

     

 

     

 

     

 

     

 

     

 

     

 

     

 

     

 

     

 
 
Instructional Strategies: 

     

 
 
Resources: 

     

 
 



Topics or Unit Descriptions and Timeframes:

     

 




